
AGENDA 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

September 2, 2025 
1. Call to Order

2. Roll Call

3. Invocation/Pledge of Allegiance

4. Approval of minutes:

A. August 18,2025

5. Mayor’s comments:

6. Comments of the public:

7. Reports of Officers:

8. Hearing on petitions, applications, appeals communications, etc.:

A. Public hearing to approve Restaurant Retail Liquor License; Texas BBQ at 400 W
Avalon Ave Suite A

B. Set Public Hearing for Fuji 168 at 2101 Woodward Ave STE B; Retail Beer and
Retail Table Wine

9. Financial reports:

10. Resolutions, ordinances, orders & other busines:

A. Finance Office to present updated Travel Policy

B. Resolution for Municipal Court to purchase of a new 2025 Ford Explorer

C. Approve Short-Term Rentals Ordinance

D. Findings of the Canvassing of the Municipal Election Results – August 26, 2025

E. 
Resolution Canvassing Election Returns Consideration of a resolution canvassing the 
returns and declaring the official results of the municipal election held on August 26, 
2025, in the City of Muscle Shoals, Alabama. 

F. Certificate of Election for each new elected official

Next meeting: September 15, 2025 
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Any person wishing to appear at the meeting shall notify the Clerk’s office by 3 p.m. on 
the Friday preceding the meeting of their intent to speak and the subject matter they wish 
to address at the meeting. 

Appointed Vacancies:   

BOARD VACANCIES EXPIRED/UNEXPIRED TERM ENDS 

     Shoals Economic 
Development Authority        Expired September 2028 

Applications are available at City Hall or on our website by going to Government and clicking on 
Board Information. 

Work Session Agenda 
September 2, 2025 12:00 PM  

A. Washington Lodge #36 to present a check to P&R for the Mighty League Fields
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CITY OF MUSCLE SHOALS 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

Date: August 18, 2025 – 5:30 PM 
Location: Muscle Shoals City Hall Auditorium 

1. Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order by Council President Ken Sockwell. 

2. Roll Call 
Present: Chris Hall, Gina Clark, Willis Thompson, Ken Sockwell, Donnie Linley. 

A quorum was present. 

3. Invocation / Pledge of Allegiance 
The invocation was delivered by Chad Holden, and the Pledge of Allegiance was led by 
Council President Ken Sockwell. 

4. Approval of Minutes 
Approval of minutes from the August 4, 2025 meeting – Motion to approve by Donnie 
Linley; second by Gina Clark; motion carried unanimously. 

5. Mayor’s Comments 
Mayor Mike Lockhart offered comments to the Council. 

6. Comments of the Public 
No additional comments from the public were presented. 

7. Reports of Officers 
None. 

8. Hearing on Petitions, Applications, Appeals, Communications, Etc. 
Set a public hearing to approve a Restaurant Retail Liquor License. 

The public hearing was scheduled for September 2, 2025. 

9. Financial Reports 
None presented. 

10. Resolutions, Ordinances, Orders & Other Business 
A. First Reading of Short-Term Rentals Ordinance – City Attorney Marcel Black delivered the 
first reading. 

B. Notice of Change to Election Officials – City Attorney Marcel Black updated the Council on 
the replacement of poll workers for the upcoming election. 
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Next Meeting 
The next regular Council meeting will be held on September 2, 2025, at 12:00 noon. 

 
______________________________ 

Chris Hall, Council Member – Place One 

 

______________________________ 
Gina Clark, Council Member – Place Two 

 

______________________________ 
Willis Thompson, Council Member – Place Three 

 

______________________________ 
Ken Sockwell, Council President – Place Four 

 

______________________________ 
Donnie Linley, Council Member 

 

______________________________ 
Brittney Walker, City Clerk / Treasurer (Attest) 

 

WORK SESSION MINUTES 
Date: August 18, 2025 – 5:00 PM 

1. Billy Underwood asked questions regarding funding for the new Sportsplex. 

2. Rusty Carbine gave the Council an update on the status of the Sportsplex project. 

3. The Council discussed agenda items for the regular meeting. 

Work session adjourned. 
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Board Vacancies 
Shoals Economic Development Authority – One expired term ending September 2028. 
Applications are available at City Hall or online under Government → Board Information. 

 
 

______________________________ 
Chris Hall, Council Member – Place One 

 

______________________________ 
Gina Clark, Council Member – Place Two 

 

______________________________ 
Willis Thompson, Council Member – Place Three 

 

______________________________ 
Ken Sockwell, Council President – Place Four 

 

______________________________ 
Donnie Linley, Council Member 

 

______________________________ 
Brittney Walker, City Clerk / Treasurer (Attest) 
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City of Muscle Shoals, AL 

Travel Policy 

Purpose: 

To establish a standardized policy for the authorization of travel for business related purposes 

and reimbursement of associated expenses. 

Background: 

In order to maintain a competent work force and serve the community in an effective and 

efficient manner, the need for travel and training is recognized. To achieve this goal within 

acceptable economic bounds requires careful review, planning, and budgeting by department 

heads. Department heads shall annually review department objectives to determine the need for 

travel and/or training for the next fiscal year. Such assessment should include all seminars, 

conferences, and mandatory training requirements. Department heads shall not authorize travel 

and training which exceeds the funds allocated by the City.  

Approval of Travel: 

Approval of all travel, including mode of travel and accommodations, required to carry out city 

business is vested in the head of the department. All requests for conferences, seminars, and 

training must be submitted to the department head, accompanied by an announcement describing 

the activity and its duration and location. No advance of funds shall be made without the prior 

approval of the Mayor and City Council. Recreation personnel shall seek approval from the 

Recreation Board as authorized under Ordinance#1042. Such requests should be submitted at the 

earliest possible date, so that if approved by the proper authority, the City may take advantage of 

early registration fees, reduced hotel rates, and to permit adequate time for processing of requests 

for travel advances. 

Reimbursement: 

Employees and officials may be reimbursed for normal and reasonable travel and other expenses 

incurred for a City business purpose. Employees traveling on official business for the City are to 

refrain from excessive expenses, circuitous routes, and luxury accommodations and services. 

Travelers are required to obtain appropriate itemized receipts for ALL applicable charges and 
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submit these using the “Expense Report” form. Credit card receipts that are not itemized are not 

appropriate evidence of an expense.  

All requests for reimbursement or return of excess travel advances shall be completed, signed, 

and submitted within 10 calendar days after returning to work. Expense reports will not be 

accepted until they’re fully completed. If the itinerary or agenda is accessible to employees, it is 

required for them to submit it alongside their expense report. Department heads shall review and 

approve all requests for reimbursement and submit those to Accounts Payable and Finance 

Officer for final approval and disbursement of funds. 

This policy prohibits excess costs, indirect routes, luxury accommodations, and unnecessary 

services. Employees are responsible for any additional expenses resulting from these, as well as 

costs from personal preferences or convenience. 

 

The following is a listing of authorized expenditures and the limits, if any, imposed for each 

category: 

Mode of Travel: 

Travel cost and time are prime factors in determining the means of travel. The normal means of 

travel for the majority of officials and employees is by automobile. If a city vehicle is available 

for the period of time involved, this is the preferred mode of travel and should be utilized. If a 

personal vehicle is utilized, reimbursement shall be at the rate equal to the mileage rate published 

by the Internal Revenue Service. The Finance Officer shall notify all departments of the 

published rate. If more than one person travels in the same personal vehicle, only one person 

may claim mileage reimbursement. When time and distance dictate the use of air travel, the rate 

of reimbursement shall be for tourist class. An employee may be permitted an overnight stay 

prior to a scheduled event when the distance is greater than a two-hour drive, and the event is 

scheduled to begin at 8 a.m. the following day. 

Meals:  

Meals are reimbursed at the actual cost incurred along with related sales tax and tip. If the event 

registration fee or lodging rate paid by the City includes payment for one or more meals, the 

traveler should indicate this on the statement of expenses and not claim reimbursement for the 

applicable meal period. If more than one official or employee share a meal, one person may pay 

the charges and claim the full amount but must list the other individual(s) in the Expense Report. 

Tips for meals are limited to a maximum of 20% of the employee’s meal cost. Restaurant policy 

may dictate tips in excess of twenty percent such as large groups of diners, usually eight or more. 

These may be approved if noted on the receipt. Meal expenses incurred locally, 60 miles from 

place of work, at the onset or completion of travel are not reimbursable. 
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Lodging:  

Requests for reimbursement must be substantiated by an itemized statement from the hotel/motel 

showing a zero balance. If one room is shared by two or more officials and employees, one 

person may pay the charges and claim the full amount but must list the other occupants in the 

Expense Report. If accompanied by a non-city member or spouse, all meals, extras room 

charges, or other related cost will not be reimbursed for that person. A notation must be made on 

the face of the lodging bill to indicate the single rate in such instances. If conference hotels are 

designated and the traveler chooses to lodge elsewhere, reimbursement shall be limited to the 

rate established by the conference hotels(s). If an employee is unable to attend the scheduled trip, 

the employee shall bear full responsibility for any charges or cancellation fees incurred. 

Miscellaneous Travel Expenses:  

Reimbursement may be claimed for the following expenses: Gas, oil, and vehicle repairs (if 

driving city vehicle); parking fees; books or other class supplies or materials related to the 

training being received; public transportation charges in the destination city when utilizing air; 

and leasing or rental fees for vehicles in the destination city when utilizing air travel.  Tips for 

transportation are limited to a maximum of 20% of the employee’s transportation costs. 

Non-Reimbursable Expenses: 

Personal expenses or those not essential to City business will not be reimbursed. These include, 

but are not limited to valet parking services (unless required by the hotel or self-parking is 

unavailable); laundry, alcoholic beverages, snacks, soft drinks, or beverages not included with a 

meal; social, recreational and entertainment activities; toiletries; medication; newspapers and 

magazines; souvenirs; in-room movies; flight insurance; gas, oil and repair expenses of personal 

vehicle; and all expenses of a spouse or non-city individual. 
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STATE OF ALABAMA

COLBERT COUNTY

RESOLUTION NO. -________

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF A 2025 FORD EXPLORER 
2WD FOR USE BY THE MUSCLE SHOALS MUNICIPAL COURT.

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Muscle Shoals, Alabama, has determined that the 
purchase of a new vehicle is necessary to support the operations of the Muscle Shoals Municipal 
Court; and

WHEREAS, the City of Muscle Shoals is eligible to make purchases through the State of 
Alabama Purchasing Program, which meets the requirements of competitive bidding pursuant to 
state law; and

WHEREAS, Stivers Ford Lincoln, located in Montgomery, Alabama, has provided a quote 
through Alabama State Contract No. 220000003128-3 for the purchase of one (1) 2025 Ford 
Explorer 2WD Model, 

WHEREAS, the total purchase price of the vehicle is $38,249.00; and

WHEREAS, the Department Head has certified that sufficient funds are available for this 
expenditure from the General Fund,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Muscle Shoals, 
Alabama that the Stivers Ford Lincoln is chosen for the purchase of a new 2025 Ford Explorer 
2WD for the total purchase price of $38,249.00.

ADOPTED this 14th day of July, 2025

CITY OF MUSCLE SHOALS

a Municipal Corporation

__________________________________________

Ken Sockwell, Council President

ATTEST:

_______________________________________

Brittney Walker, City Clerk
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ORDINANCE# __________ 
 

 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MUSCLE SHOALS, 

ALABAMA, that Chapter 22 of the Code of Muscle Shoals, Alabama, as amended, is hereby 
amended to add Article IV. Short-Term Residential Rental Regulations to read as follows: 

 
ARTICLE IV. SHORT-TERM RESIDENTIAL RENTAL REGULATIONS 

 
Sec. 22-121. Purpose and intent. 

 
The purpose of this article is to facilitate the sharing economy while implementing 

rationally based, reasonably tailored regulations to: 
 

1. Protect the public health, safety, and general welfare of individuals and the 
community at large; 

2. Give law-abiding, respectful citizens the option to utilize their homes as short- 
term rentals; 

3. Monitor and provide reasonable means for citizens to mitigate impacts created by 
occupancy of Short-Term Rental units; 

4. Preserve the character, integrity, and stability of neighborhoods in which short- 
term rental properties are located. 

 
This article does not apply to hotels, motels, inns, bed and breakfasts, or long-term residential 
rental establishments. 

 
Sec. 22-122. Definitions. 

 
The following words, terms, and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the 

meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different 
meaning: 

 
1. Additional Dwelling Unit (ADU) shall mean a smaller, independent residential 

dwelling unit located on the same lot as a single-family home. ADUs go by many 
different names throughout the United States, including accessory apartments, 
carriage houses, and secondary suites. ADUs can be converted portions of 
existing homes (i.e., internal ADUs), additions to new or existing homes (i.e., 
attached ADUs), or new stand-alone accessory structures or converted portions of 
existing stand-alone accessory structures (i.e., detached ADUs). 

2. Bedroom shall mean an attached room which is intended, arranged, or designed to 
be occupied by one or more persons primarily for sleeping purposes and must 
meet the minimum requirements of the International Building Code adopted by 
the City of Muscle Shoals. 

3. Guest shall mean anyone who has a home address somewhere other than where he 
or she is spending the night and other than where he or she pays a fee for 
accommodations. 

4. Guest Room shall mean a room used or intended to be used by one or more guests 
for living or sleeping purposes. 

5. Innkeeper shall mean any person who is furnishing for value to the public any 
room(s), lodging, or accommodations. 

6. Local Contact Person shall mean a person, firm, or agency representing an 
owner or owners of a short-term rental who has access and authority to assume 
management of the short-term rental and take remedial measures. 

7. Bed and Breakfast shall mean an owner-occupied, transient lodging 
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establishment, generally in a single-family dwelling or detached guesthouse, 
primarily engaged in providing overnight or otherwise temporary lodging for the 
general public in which the only meal served to guests is breakfast. 

8. Dwelling Unit shall mean a single unit of residence for a family or one or more 
persons. Garage Apartment shall mean a structure above a private garage in 
which provision is made for one dwelling unit. 

9. Owner shall mean the owner of record of any land and residential and accessory 
structures located thereon to whom property tax is assessed, as shown on the latest 
equalized assessment roll of the county. 

10. Primary Residence shall mean a housing unit in which an owner or lessee 
resides, verified by two of the following forms: current driver's license, property 
tax notice, or personal income tax return. 

11. Short-Term Rental (STR) shall mean an entire residential unit or a portion 
thereof, used for accommodations or lodging of guests paying a fee for a period of 
less than 30 consecutive days; a Short-Term Rental shall not contain more than 
four bedrooms. 

12. Transient Occupancy Tax (TOT) shall mean a local tax on persons staying 30 
days or less in a hotel, inn, motel, tourist home, non-membership campground or 
other lodging facility. Also called the Transient Lodging Tax or Bed Tax. 

 
Sec. 22-123. Applicability. 

 
It shall be unlawful for any owner of any property within the City of Muscle Shoals to 

rent or operate a Short-Term Rental of residential property contrary to the procedures and 
regulations established in this article, other provisions of this Code, or any applicable state law. 

 
1. The restrictions and obligations contained in this article shall apply to short-term 

rentals at all times during which such residential properties are marketed and used 
as short-term rentals. 

2. The allowance of short-term rentals pursuant to this section shall not prevent 
enforcement of additional restrictions that may be contained in private restrictive 
covenants or other private contractual agreements or arrangements. 

 
Sec. 22-124. Permitted districts. 

 
A short-term rental as defined herein shall be permitted in the following zoning districts 

when in compliance with these regulations and any other adopted City of Muscle Shoals 
ordinances and codes, including, but not limited to, zoning, building, and fire: 

1. Single-Family Residence District / Conventional Lots (R-1) Allowed by 
Conditional Use approval from the Planning Commission and City Council 

2. Single-Family Residence District / Small Lots (R-2) Allowed by Conditional Use 
approval from the Planning Commission and City Council 

3. Residence District (R-3) Allowed by Conditional Use approval from the Planning 
Commission and City Council 

 
4. Residence District (R-4) Allowed by Right 

 
5. Business District (B-1) *Only allowed in residential dwellings, second story 

and above. 
 

6. Business District (B-2) *Only allowed in residential dwellings, second story 
and above. 
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7. Mixed Use District – Allowed by right 

 
8. Planned Unit Development (PUD) and Planned Residential District (PRD). 

Requires specific approval of the Planning Commission and City Council in 
accordance with the regulations herein and the City of Muscle Shoals Zoning 
Ordinance Chart of Permitted Uses. 

 
If this section ever contradicts the City of Muscle Shoals Zoning Ordinance, including the Chart 
of Permitted Uses, then the City of Muscle Shoals Zoning Ordinance takes precedence over this 
section. In addition, operation of a Short-Term Rental in any historic district requires approval 
from the City of Muscle Shoals Board of Zoning Adjustment. 

Sec. 22-125. Permit, certificate of occupancy, and business license requirements. 

(a) Generally 
1. Every person engaging in or about to engage in business as an operator of 

a short-term rental shall immediately apply for a permit and obtain a 
license for the business. 

2. Persons engaged in such business must apply for a permit and license no 
later than 180 days after this article becomes effective. The required 
permit and license shall set forth the name under which the property is 
owned, and other such information as would be required. 

3. A separate permit is required for each individual location of a short-term 
rental. Only one permit per property will be issued for properties 
containing a single-family home. 

4. A separate certificate of occupancy is required for each individual location 
of a short-term rental. 

5. A separate business license is required for each individual location of a 
short-term rental. 

6. All applications for a permit or permit renewal shall be reviewed by City 
officials, including, but not limited to, the Building Official (or their 
designee); the Fire Chief (or their designee); and the City Clerk (or their 
designee). 

 
(b) Application 

 
Each person seeking to obtain a permit to operate a short-term rental shall submit an 

application to the City of Muscle Shoals Building Department on a form provided by the same, as 
well as an application to the Office of the City Clerk for a business license on a form provided by 
the same. All applications shall be accompanied by the payment of applicable fees as set forth in 
a schedule of fees adopted by the City Council and amended from time to time. Said application 
shall include: 

 
1. A statement that each applicant is a citizen or legal resident of the United 

States; 
2. Permanent address, phone number, and email address of each applicant; 
3. The address of the short-term rental; 
4. The current set room rates and fees; 
5. A copy of a deed showing the applicant to be the owner of the premises 

for which the permit is sought; 
6. A copy of approval from the Colbert County County Health Department 

if the property is on a septic system; 
7. A copy of the passed inspection report or other similar approval from the 

Muscle Shoals Fire Marshal; 
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8. Copy of the guest occupancy agreement as required; 
9. Proof of vacation rental property insurance; 
10. Documents showing compliance with state, county, and municipal taxes 

and fees, and sales taxes; 
11. The name, address, telephone number, and email address of the 

Local Contact Person; and 
12. Any other information as may be required by the City of Muscle Shoals. 

 
(c) Issuance of permit 

 
Upon determining that a permit application is complete, a business license is complete, 

and all applicable fees are paid, and all the standards of this article are satisfied, the Building 
Department shall issue the appropriate permit and certificate of occupancy for the calendar year 
in which approval was granted. Likewise, the City Clerk shall issue a business license for the 
calendar year in which approval was granted. 

 
(d) Renewal of permit and business license 

All permits and business licenses issued pursuant to this article are annual permits 
effective from January 1 to December 31 of each year. Holders of existing permits in good 
standing shall apply for renewal for the next calendar year by filing a permit renewal application 
in proper form and tendering the required fees. Holders of existing business licenses in good 
standing shall apply for renewal for the next calendar year by filing a business license renewal 
application in proper form and tendering the required fees. Renewal applications shall be 
accompanied by compliance documentation in the same manner as new applications. All 
applications for a permit or permit renewal shall be reviewed by City officials including, but not 
limited to the Building Official (or their designee); the Fire Chief (or their designee); and the 
City Clerk (or their designee)  

Transfer of permit not allowed 
 

Permits are issued to the applicant and do not carry with the land or premises. No permit 
issued pursuant to this article shall be transferred from one person to another. Any violation of 
this section shall constitute due cause for revocation of the permit. 

 
(e) Revocation of permit and business license 

 
Any permit and/or business license issued pursuant to this article may be revoked 

following all applicable notices and/or hearings for any of the following causes: 
 

1. Any fraud, misrepresentation, or false statement contained in the application; 
2. Any fraud, misrepresentation, or false statement made in connection with 

any transaction; 
3. Any violation of this article, or 
4. The conducting of the business permitted under this article in an unlawful manner 

or in such a manner as to constitute a breach of the peace or to constitute a 
menace to the health, safety, or general welfare of the public. 

 
Notice of hearing for the revocation of a permit issued pursuant to this article shall be issued in 
writing, setting forth specifically the grounds of the complaint and the time and place of the 
hearing. The notice shall be served on the owner of record by handing the same personally to the 
person operating the business, or by mailing the same, postage prepaid, to the last known address 
at least thirty (30) days prior to the date set for the hearing. 

 
Sec. 5-275. Operations Standards. 
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(a) Local Contact Person duties and requirements 

 
1. Each owner of a short-term rental shall designate a Local Contact Person 

who has access and authority to assume management of the short-term 
rental and take remedial measures while the short-term rental is being 
rented to a guest. 

2. An owner of a short-term rental may designate herself or himself as the 
Local Contact Person. 

3. The Local Contact Person shall be at least 21 years of age. 
4. There shall only be one designated Local Contact Person for a short-term 

rental at any given time. 
5. The Local Contact Person shall be required to respond to the location of 

the short-term rental 24 hours a day, seven days a week, and within thirty 
(30) minutes after being notified by the City of the existence of a violation 
of this article or any other provision of the Code of Muscle Shoals, 
Alabama, or any disturbance or complaint requiring immediate remedy or 
abatement regarding the condition, operation, or conduct of occupants of 
the short-term rental. 

6. An owner may retain a managing agent, managing agency, operator, or 
representative to serve as the Local Contact Person to comply with the 
requirements of this section, including, without limitation, the 
management of the short-term rental and the compliance with the 
conditions of the license. 

7. The owner of the short-term rental is responsible for compliance with the 
provisions of this article, and the failure of the Local Contact Person to 
comply with this section shall be deemed noncompliance by the owner. 

8. The owner must immediately notify the Office of the City Clerk in writing 
upon a change of the Local Contact Person's name or contact information. 

(b) Display of permit, license, and notifications 
 

Every holder of a permit issued pursuant to this article shall keep such permit and city 
business license conspicuously displayed in the short-term rental. Each short-term rental shall 
post a legible notification clearly visible to all guests containing the following information:  

1. The name and contact information of the Owner and Local Contact 
Person, and the telephone number at which the parties may be reached on 
a 24-hour basis. 

2. The maximum number of overnight occupants permitted. 
3. Notification that an occupant may be cited and fined for creating a 

disturbance or for violation of this article or any other sections of the Code 
of Muscle Shoals, Alabama. 

4. Notification that the short-term rental location cannot be utilized for 
special events, parties, or private functions as defined herein. 

 
(c) Records 

 
Each operator of a short-term rental must keep a guest register containing the date of 

arrival, full legal name of the guest renting the short-term rental, current physical address of the 
guest renting the short-term rental, and the make, model, color, and license plate number of the 
guest’s vehicle. Each operator of a short-term rental shall keep for a period of at least three years 
the above-described register, along with all records, receipts, invoices, and other pertinent papers 
setting forth rental charges for each occupancy, the date or dates of occupancy, and such other 
information as required by the City of Muscle Shoals. Said records shall be made available for 
examination by the City of Muscle Shoals, State of Alabama, any authorized law enforcement 
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agency, or their authorized agents. 
 

(d) Advertisement 
 

1. The permit number shall be included on all advertisements for the short-term 
rental.  

2. Physical business signage is not permitted on the property or the exterior of the 
business. 

 
(e) Food and beverage 

 
Owners or operators shall not be permitted to serve food to guests for sale. No food 

preparation, except beverages, is permitted within individual guestrooms by heating elements, 
including, but not limited to, hot plates, steam tables, toasters and toaster ovens, ovens, air fryers, 
and other electric or gas-powered food preparation methods or elements. 

 
(f) Special events and functions 

Short-term rentals shall be utilized for overnight lodging only. Special events or private 
functions, including but not limited to parties, weddings, and concerts, are not permitted in short-
term rentals. 

 
(g) Guest behavior 

 
1. Guests of the short-term rental must comply with all applicable city 

ordinances and regulations, including, but not limited to, zoning, building, 
fire safety, noise, recycling, and garbage disposal. 

2. The registered guest is not permitted to sublease the rental to another party.  
 

Sec. 22-126 Accommodation standards. 
 

(a) Ownership 
 

Ownership of dwellings to be permitted and licensed for Short-Term Rental shall include 
any individual, firm, partnership, LLP, LLC, corporation, estate, trust, etc. Sub-letting of a Short-
Term Rental is prohibited. 

(b) Types of units 
 

The following allowable dwelling units may be utilized for Short-Term Rental: 
 

1. Single-family, detached 
2. Single-family, attached (i.e. condominium). Units available for Short-

Term Rental shall be designated at the time of application and may not 
change within the permitting period.  

3. Multi-family units up to ten (10) percent. Units available for Short-Term 
Rental shall be designated at the time of application and may not change 
within the permitting period. 

4. Mobile homes in a designated mobile home park, provided the unit is on 
a permanent foundation. 

5. Additional Dwelling Units (ADUs) (i.e., carriage houses, 
converted garages). 

 
(c) Unit characteristics 

 
1. No exterior alterations may be made to a residence to indicate that it is 
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being used as a short-term rental. House numbers shall be visible from the 
public street at all times. 

2. No recreational vehicles shall be used as a short-term rental. 
3. Only a bedroom as defined herein shall be used as a guestroom, and the 

number of guests allowed per bedroom shall be determined by the 
Building Official and Fire Inspector utilizing adopted codes. In case of 
conflict, the more stringent regulation applies. 

4. Parking for the Short-Term Rental shall be in accordance with the City of 
Muscle Shoals Zoning Ordinance. 

5. No physical signage is permitted on the property or the exterior of the 
unit. 

 
(d) Safety Requirements 

 
All structures used for short-term rentals shall satisfy the current International Fire Code, 

International Building Code, and International Property Maintenance Code as adopted by the 
City of Muscle Shoals. All owners of short-term rentals shall comply with all rules and 
regulations set forth by the Colberty County Health Department and the Alabama Department of 
Public Health for the operation of tourist or guest accommodations. 

 
(e) Insurance Requirements 

All short-term rental owners shall obtain and maintain vacation rental property insurance 
that specifically covers use of the property and structure as a short-term rental. Proof of insurance 
is required for permitting and licensing. All short-term rental owners shall obtain and maintain 
appropriate liability coverage that covers injury and damage to hosts, guests, and others. For 
condos and other developments with common spaces, coverage needs to be in accordance with 
liability insurance for shared spaces. 

Secs. 22-127—22-140. – Reserved 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MUSCLE SHOALS, 

ALABAMA, that the City Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to publish this ordinance and 
that this ordinance shall go into effect upon its passage, approval, and publication as provided 
by law. 
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  FINDINGS OF THE CANVASSING OF THE RESULTS OF THE   
  MUSCLE SHOALS, ALABAMA MUNICIPAL ELECTION HELD   
   AUGUST 26, 2025  

 WHEREAS the municipal election for the City of Muscle Shoals, Alabama was held on 
the 26th day of August 2025, for the purpose of electing a Mayor and Council Members for the 
term commencing November 3, 2025 ; and 

 WHEREAS the election returns have been duly canvassed and received in accordance 
with applicable law; 

 The Mayor and Council Members have canvassed the election returns and submit the 
following findings:  

1. That the Mayor and City Council have canvassed the election returns for the position of 
Mayor of the City of Muscle Shoals, Alabama and finds them to be as follows: 

 BILLY HUDSON  Mayor   1718 
 MIKE LOCKHART  Mayor   1614 

 BILLY HUDSON received the majority of votes cast and is hereby duly elected Mayor 
 of the City of Muscle Shoal, Alabama. 

2. That the Mayor and City Council have canvassed the election returns for the position of 
Member of  Place 2 of the City Council and finds them to be as follows: 

          GINA CLARK       Place 2   1876 
         BETH PIRTLE      Place 2   1416 

GINA CLARK received the majority of votes cast and is hereby duly elected to Place 2 
of the City Council of Muscle Shoal, Alabama 

3. That the Mayor and City Council have canvassed the election returns for the position of 
Member of Place 3 of the City Council and finds them to be as follows: 

          SCOTT HUNTER       Place 3   1596 
          WILLIS THOMPSON     Place 3   1674 

 WILLIS THOMPSON  received the majority of votes cast and is hereby duly 
elected to Place 3 of the City Council of Muscle Shoal, Alabama 
 

4.  That the Mayor and  City Council have canvassed the election returns for the position of 
Member of Place 4 of the City Council and finds them to be as follows: 

          DARON GOODLOE        Place 4     811 
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         KEN SOCKWELL             Place 4   1653 
         JENNIFER UNDERWOOD Place 4                808   

         KEN SOCKWELL  received the majority of votes cast and is hereby duly elected 
to Place 4 of the City Council of Muscle Shoal, Alabama 
 

5. That the Mayor and City Council have canvassed the election returns for the position of 
Member of Place 5 of the City Council and finds them to be as follows: 

          DONNIE LINLEY        Place 5   1799 
          MIKE PRICE              Place 5   1416 

      DONNIE LINDLEY  received the majority of votes cast and is hereby duly elected 
to Place 5 of the City Council of Muscle Shoal, Alabama 

This ______ day of September 2025. 

 

     ___________________________________ 
     Mayor 
      
     ____________________________________ 
     Council Member Place 1 
 
     ____________________________________ 

      Council Member Place 2 

     ____________________________________ 
     Council Member Place 3 
 
     ____________________________________ 

      Council Member Place 4 

      ____________________________________ 
      Council Member Place 5 
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A RESOLUTION CANVASSING THE RETURNS AND DECLARING THE RESULTS 
OF THE MUNICIPAL ELECTION HELD ON AUGUST 26, 2025, IN THE CITY OF 
MUSCLE SHOALS, ALABAMA, ALABAMA 

 WHEREAS the municipal election for the City of Muscle Shoals, Alabama was held on 
the 26th day of August 2025, for the purpose of electing a Mayor and Council Members; and 

 WHEREAS the election returns have been duly canvassed and received in accordance 
with applicable law; 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Muscle 
Shoals, Alabama, as follows: 

1. That the Mayor and City Council have canvassed the election returns for the position of 
Mayor of the City of Muscle Shoals, Alabama and finds them to be as follows: 

 BILLY HUDSON  Mayor   1718 

 MIKE LOCKHART  Mayor   1614 

 Be It Resolved that BILLY HUDSON received the majority of votes cast and is hereby 
 duly elected Mayor of the City of Muscle Shoal, Alabama. 

2. That the Mayor and City Council have canvassed the election returns for the position of 
Member of  Place 2 of the City Council and finds them to be as follows: 

          GINA CLARK       Place 2   1876 

         BETH PIRTLE      Place 2   1416 

Be It Resolved that GINA CLARK received the majority of votes cast and is hereby 
duly elected to Place 2 of the City council of Muscle Shoal, Alabama 

3. That the Mayor and City Council have canvassed the election returns for the position of 
Member of Place 3 of the City Council and finds them to be as follows: 

          SCOTT HUNTER       Place 3   1596 

          WILLIS THOMPSON     Place 3   1674 

 Be It Resolved that WILLIS THOMPSON  received the majority of votes cast 
and is hereby duly elected to Place 3 of the City Council of Muscle Shoal, Alabama 
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4.  That the Mayor and  City Council have canvassed the election returns for the position of 
Member of Place 4 of the City Council and finds them to be as follows: 

          DARON GOODLOE        Place 4     811 

         KEN SOCKWELL             Place 4   1653 

         JENNIFER UNDERWOOD Place 4                808   

         Be It Resolved that KEN SOCKWELL  received the majority of votes cast and is 
hereby duly elected to Place 4 of the City Council of Muscle Shoal, Alabama 
 

5. That the Mayor and City Council have canvassed the election returns for the position of 
Member of Place 5 of the City Council and finds them to be as follows: 

          DONNIE LINLEY        Place 5   1799 

          MIKE PRICE              Place 5   1416 

        Be It Resolved that DONNIE LINDLEY  received the majority of votes cast and is 
hereby duly elected to Place 5 of the City Council of Muscle Shoal, Alabama 

 NOW, THEREFORE, it appears and the Council finds that Billy Hudson 
received a majority of the votes for the Office of Mayor and is duly elected; that Chris 
Hall, being unopposed, for the Office of Council Member Place 1 and is duly elected; 
that Gina Clark received a majority of votes for the Office of Council Member Place 2 
and is duly elected; that Willis Thompson received a majority of votes for the Office 
Council Member Place 3 and is duly elected; that Ken Sockwell received a majority of 
votes for the Office of Council Member Place 4 and is duly elected; and Donnie Linley 
received a majority of votes for the Office of Council Member Place 5 and is duly 
elected. Furthermore, the Mayor and City Clerk are directed to issue Certificates of 
Election to the successful candidates. 

  ADOPTED and APPROVED on this 2nd day of September 2025. 
       
      CITY OF MUSCLE SHOALS, ALABAMA 
        
      By:______________________________  
               KEN SOCKWELL Its Council President 
ATTEST: 
 

__________________________ 
BRITTNEY WALKER, City Clerk   
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STATE OF ALABAMA 

COLBERT COUNTY 

CITY OF MUSCLE SHOALS 

CERTIFICATE OF ELECTION 

The undersigned hereby certify that at the municipal election held of August 
26,2025 

CHRIS HALL 

was unopposed as a candidate for the office of Place 1 of the City Council of 
Muscle Shoals, Alabama and is now declared duly elected to that office for the 
term commencing on the first Monday of November, same being November 3, 
2025 and ending the first Monday in November, being November 5, 2029 and 
therefore is hereby entitled to assume the duties of that office for the term 
according to law. 

DATED this 2nd day of September 2025. 

By a majority of the Municipal Governing Body: 

Mayor of Muscle Shoals 

Council Member- Place 1 

Council Member- Place 2 

Council Member- Place 3 

Council Member - Place 4 

Council Member-Place 5 

Attest: 

Brittney Walker, City Clerk 
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STATE OF ALABAMA 

COLBERT COUNTY 

CITY OF MUSCLE SHOALS 

CERTIFICATE OF ELECTION 

The undersigned hereby certify that at the municipal election held of August 
26,2025 

WILLIS THOMPSON 

received a majority of the votes cast for the office of Place 3 of the City Council of 
Muscle Shoals, Alabama and is now declared duly elected to that office for the 
term commencing on the first Monday ofNovember, same being November 3, 
2025 and ending the first Monday in November, being November 5, 2029 and 
therefore is hereby entitled to assume the duties of that office for the term 
according to law. 

DATED this 2nd day of September 2025. 

By a majority of the Municipal Governing Body: 

Mayor of Muscle Shoals 

Council Member- Place 1 

Council Member- Place 2 

Council Member- Place 3 

Council Member - Place 4 

Council Member-Place 5 

Attest: 

Brittney Walker, City Clerk 
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STATE OF ALABAMA 

COLBERT COUNTY 

CITY OF MUSCLE SHOALS 

CERTIFICATE OF ELECTION 

The undersigned hereby certify that at the municipal election held of August 
26,2025 

KEN SOCKWELL 

received a majority of the votes cast for the office of Place 4 of the City Council of 
Muscle Shoals, Alabama and is now declared duly elected to that office for the 
term commencing on the first Monday of November, same being November 3, 
2025 and ending the first Monday in November, being November 5, 2029 and 
therefore is hereby entitled to assume the duties of that office for the term 
according to law. 

DATED this 2nd day of September 2025. 

By a majority of the Municipal Governing Body: 

Mayor of Muscle Shoals 

Council Member- Place 1 

Council Member- Place 2 

Council Member- Place 3 

Council Mem her - Place 4 

Council Member-Place 5 

Attest: 

Brittney Walker, City Clerk 
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